
Transportation 

 
● We invested more than $18 billion into transportation over the past six years. (Wisconsin State 

Budget Office, Excel Spreadsheet derived from Final Chapter 20 data and LFB Comparative Summaries) 
 

● Put that into perspective: that's about $2 billion more than my predecessor put into 
transportation during the previous six years. (Wisconsin State Budget Office, Excel Spreadsheet derived from Final 

Chapter 20 data and LFB Comparative Summaries) 
 

 
 

● In fact, the previous administration actually raided $1.4 billion from the state 
transportation fund.  We reversed that trend and restored a commitment to a strong 
transportation system in the state.  (Wisconsin Legislative Fiscal Bureau, Informational Paper #36: Transportation Finance 

(Table 5), January 2015,)  

 
 

● Last year alone, there were more than 300 construction projects going on in the state. The 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation supported 299 contracts, awarding $1.29 billion, which 
accounted for 381 projects. 

○ 173 contracts awarded in the State Highway Rehabilitation Program at $571.3 million 

○ 84 contracts awarded in the Local Programs at $98 million 

http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/misc/lfb/informational_papers/january_2015/0036_transportation_finance_informational_paper_36.pdf


○ 22 contracts awarded in the Mega/Major Programs at $561.4 million 

○ 16 contracts awarded in the Highway Maintenance, Repair and Traffic Operations Program 
at $10 million 

○ 4 contracts awarded in the Major Interstate Bridge Program at $48 million 

(Wisconsin Department of Transportation, Highway Management Program Staff, 2016) 
 

● Looking ahead, we will provide local governments with the largest increase in 
transportation aids since the 1990’s.  (Wisconsin Department of Transportation, WisDOT 2017-19 Biennial Budget Proposal 

Summary, 9/15/16) 
 

 
 

● A total of $65 million in additional funding will be provided over the biennium (GTA - $46 
million, LRIP - $14 million, Local Bridge - $5 million). (Wisconsin Department of Transportation, WisDOT 2017-19 

Biennial Budget Proposal Summary, 9/15/16) 
 

● By putting $ 14 million into LRIP, this is a 25% increase over last year’s budget and a 52% 
increase over the 09-11 budget. This 25% increase is the largest increase in 20 years. 
(Wisconsin Department of Transportation, WisDOT 2017-19 Biennial Budget Proposal Summary, 9/15/16) 

 

● This budget, as proposed, has a $5 million increase (30%) to the Local bridge program, 
bringing the total state funding to this program to $21,935,400. The appropriation in the 
15-17 Biennium was $16,935,400 state funding. This is the largest SEG increase to this 
program in 20 years. (Wisconsin Department of Transportation, WisDOT 2017-19 Biennial Budget Proposal Summary, 9/15/16) 

 

● We will also provide more money for state highway rehabilitation than ever before to meet 
our commitment to safety and maintenance of the existing system. (Wisconsin Department of 

Transportation, WisDOT 2017-19 Biennial Budget Proposal Summary, 9/15/16) 
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● Altogether this budget represents a 39% increase in maintenance and safety over my 
predecessor’s last transportation budget. (Wisconsin Department of Transportation, WisDOT 2017-19 Biennial Budget 

Proposal Summary, 9/15/16) 
 

● We can do all of this - and more - without a gas tax or vehicle registration fee increase. 
(Wisconsin Department of Transportation, WisDOT 2017-19 Biennial Budget Proposal Summary, 9/15/16) 
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